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vegetative and encysted forms from the stools for
a few davs does not mean "cure."

In some of the cases the table shows that for
.a period during the treatment the cysts disappear
from the stools. It is questionable whether the
,drug per se played any part in this disappearance.
It is known that amebic cysts appear and disap-
pear in cycles. Much inaccuracy in clinical re-
ports will result if this fact is overlooked.
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SHORTAGE OF TRAINED NURSES.
By W. F. McNUTT, Sr., M. D., Byron, Calif.

Physicians, hospitals and all communities arc
feeling the scarcity of trained nurses. While the
trained nurse is comparatively a new factor in
'society, she has become necessary and important in
every well organized community. The outlook is
not encouraging as the supply is falling off. Per-
-haps the older physicians and surgeons, more par-
ticularly, realize and appreciate the value of the
-trained nurse. Hospital staffs take quite a gloomy
view of the nurse problem.
There are several causes for the shortage. The

two very important, are the high requirement for
.'entrance and for graduation and the long period
of training. Then the many opportunities that
-are constantly offering, in commercial fields, for
-young women with shorter hours and more agree-
-able employment. Again much of the work that
-student nurses are required to do while in train-
-ing in hospitals, should be done by hospital maids.
Also the vastly increased fields for trained nurses,
are shortening the supply, such as school boards,
charity boards, lodges, Salvation Army, etc.
The shortage in trained nurses can and must be

met. Every experienced physician and surgeon
and every sensible hospital staff realizes that the
requirements for *entrance and graduation for
nurses are absurdly high and the period of train-
ing unreasonably long. The remedial measures
must not be left to doctrinaires and idealists,
but to those to whom the matter is of vital in-
terest. Many young women would be willing and
able to sacrifice a commercial salary for two
yvears, while training, but would be unwilling or
-unable to sacrifice three years. If a young woman

with two years' training in a well equipped hos-
pital is not a competent nurse she never will be.
Inefficiency is not confined to nurses and is not
obviated by an extra year of training. If nurses
wish to take up certain lines and can afford to do
so, they should do as physicians do, attend special
hospitals for post-graduate work. The trained
nurse has become as it were the third hand of
the physician and surgeon and a necessity to every
well-regulated hospital. Doctrinaires and idealists
have handicapped physicians, hospitals and com-
mnunities. Let those who are most vitally in-
terested see to it that the, requirements for en-
trance and graduation for nurses be lowered and
the training time be reduced to two years. Then
and only then will the supply of nurses increase
to meet the demand.
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